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The big newsisthat from August 1%, Devon, Cornwall and Somerset have been declared
infection free. In Devon one third of the culled cattle came from 173 infected premises and
one quarter of the sheep. Overdl three times as many animas were culled on contiguous or
other premises than were culled on infected premises. There is some confusion about the
number of holdings involved with afigure of fifteen hundred mentioned in despatches. It is
probably more significant for the rural community that only 12% of the holdings culled out
are recorded as infected premises.

The Devon Y oung Farmers Clubs are holding their firgt gethering since February. Thiswill
take the form of a dance at the Devon County Show. The mating rituals of the young
farmers are wdll tried and tested and it is possible that there will be fewer local weddings
next year asareault of the virus. Thisisaform of symbioss perhaps. Virus affects livelihood
and redtricts fraternisation, money saved on wedding.

It isunlikely that saving money on weddings was one of the consderations for the people
who have been reported throwing infected pieces of cattle onto uninfected farms. What is
the pendty for deliberately attempting to spread the virus? A week in the stocks perhaps.
The fine for walking a closed footpath is £5000, so it has to be more than that.

Even though acts of bio-terrorism have been reported from far awvay countiesit has
prompted consderable loca discusson. The story seemsto be shifting from farmers wanting
the disease to get compensation, on to expansion of the infected areato prolong
embarrassment for the politicos and then to daughterers reluctant to lose their culling

income. All thisis bordering on fantasy land for the family farms, smply wanting to get back
to the seasond order of farming life.

It isworrying to consder that the spread of the virus has been said to have followed the
licensed movement of sheep. The difficulties of detecting FMD by physica examination,
particularly in the absence of proper handling facilities, has been discussed over the past
weeks. Farmers, who believe their stock to be at risk, are questioning that, if examination on
one day isnot a sure way of certifying absence of the disease, then, how can animd
movements be permitted? Of the thousands of licensesissued by vets, it seemsimportant to
identify how many of the animas, passed as clear, subsequently had the disease.

The Rurd Stress Information Network at Stoneleigh has reported that they received more
cdls from distressed people each month in 2001 than they received in the whole of last year.
Thisisin addition to the regiond calls. One of the important lessons has been the need for
debriefing and mutuad support for dl those involved with the helplines. Thisfollowsthe
Samaritans model where the hel pers are known to need help and support themselves.
Where does this leave vets?

| have been present on two separate occasions when vetsin practice have asked other vets
not to talk about FMD at socid gatherings. Those around have immediately responded and
the conversation has moved on to lighter topics. What, if anything doesthismean?Isit a



ggn of gress, or boredom or smply wanting arelaxing socid time. But usudly vets seem
only too willing to talk about their work and their practice. The usud way to eek out
problemsisto tak to other vets. Maybe the overburdening nature of FMD has swamped
the norma outlets. Thereis The Veterinary Surgeons Hedlth Support Programme available
on 01926 315119. | rang the number but unfortunately only retrieved the answerphone. As
the chant goes What do we want? When do we want it? Now.

The local agriculturd colleges and other training organisations are concerned about a
shortfdl in students for land based courses. They are launching an initiative to advise people
about * current opportunities for careersin the countryside' . It is anticipated that *FMD will
lead to a Stuation where many who have worked in farming will require retraining to adapt
to new work opportunities . One new opportunity isin the development of action plans. It
seems that the advisory agencies have plans to produce schemes to produce action plansto
develop more schemes. It islikely that many farming families will have very full waste paper
baskets shortly. As one speaker at areviva conference observed ‘ down to earth folk are
wary of bureaucracy’.

Of grester worth perhaps would be training in bio-security. The effect of disinfectant is
certainly not easy to accessin afarm setting. It isinteresting to hear about *tighter measures
being taken to prevent spread to the pig herds on Humberside. There would appear to be
grades of bio-security. Tight, tighter and tightest. Any information on effort required, costs
incurred and results achieved could form the basis of avauable presentation.

Richard can be contacted on 01363 866353 or E mail rga@agmed.freeserve.co.uk

Richard Gard
2" August 2001



